
  

The monthly newsletter for the Sky Ranch GATE Magnet 
Community.  

 

October 2019 

 

As the year starts to get into a nice groove, please remember how important it is to check 
the assignment calendar nightly and stay on top of assignments and due dates. Also make 
sure to check Microsoft TEAMS.  
 

Please review this newsletter for important dates and information regarding our core classes 
and our team.   
 

Important October Dates: 
 

• October 7th- October 11th: Fall Break 

• Friday, October 18th : Sky Ranch Color Fun Run for students 

• Friday, October 25th: Nevada Day observation-no school 
 
 
Wondering how to better support your child’s academics in core classes?  Here’s 
what we suggest:  
 

Step 1: Check our team websites and assignment calendars to see what assignments 
are due soon.  This is a proactive approach - see what’s due before it’s due. With this 
approach, you can help your child break down large assignments and ask your child to 
show you and talk about their upcoming or completed work before it’s turned in.  This 
approach lessens the frequency of missing and late assignments.  It’s important to 
check this resource several times throughout the week as teachers do adjust 
frequently.  
 
Team websites  
7th/8th grade team: washoeschools.net/pilotsquadron  
6th grade: washoeschools.net/griswold  
  
Step 2: Check Infinite Campus. Infinite Campus is where we post students’ grades after 
the assignments are graded. Some assignments are posted within hours, but some 

http://washoeschools.net/pilotsquadron
http://washoeschools.net/griswold
https://www.washoeschools.net/site/Default.aspx?PageType=1&SiteID=4&ChannelID=57&DirectoryType=6


assignments take longer to grade; it may be more than a week before these 
assignments are posted in IC. Checking IC is more of a reactive approach - it may lead 
to chasing down missing assignments and backtracking whereas knowing what’s due 
keeps everyone up to date.   
 
 
Classroom Updates  
 
 

English/Language Arts 6 – Mrs. McElhany   
Essential Questions:   

• How do the decisions and actions of characters reveal their identities?      

• How can writers construct persuasive arguments? 

Students are continuing their weekly Socratic Seminars with the book, A Face Like 
Glass by Francis Hardinge. Particular literary elements we are focusing on include: 
various types of conflict, mood, tone, theme, and characterization. Grammar mini-
lessons and practice include components of a sentence and identifying sentence 
fragments and run-ons. Lastly, students are reflecting on their strengths and areas to 
improve in as writers of argumentative essays.  
 
English/Language Arts 7 – Ms. Tuttle    
Essential Questions:   
 

• Why is it important to understand interactions?  
• How can interactions be transformative? 

 
We’re finishing up our novel study of Chains and will be moving on to our next novel, a 
work of Science Fiction, Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes. This is an intriguing 
work that’s considered an epistolary novel because it’s written in the form of diary 
entries. This novel encourages discussion about what it means to be intelligent and how 
intelligence can have both benefits and drawbacks. In addition, we have been grappling 
with a debate topic of animal experimentation in Enrichment which is also alluded to in 
this novel. 
 
At the end of September, we had our first Independent Novel Project of the year and 
students presented a Book Talk on a novel of their choice that they were excited about. 
It was great to see kids share their reading choices and practice their public speaking 
skills.  Another Independent Novel Project has been assigned and is due in December. 
Your children should be reading a free-choice novel along with their class novel.  
 
We will also tackle our first formal literary analysis essay that students will turn in to 
turnitin.com. Please ask your child to show you their essay and talk with them about 
their strengths and struggles with the writing. In addition, we started our grammar study 
through noredink.com. 
 
 
 



English/ Language Arts 8 - Ms. Tuttle  
Essential Question:  

• What role does adaptation play in resilience?              

We’ve finished our exploration of the novel, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by 

Harriet Jacobs. Next, we’ll read a dramatic play, A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine 

Hansberry. I’m excited to introduce this genre to the students, teach them how to read a 

play and encourage their analysis of another American classic in a different format than 

what they may be used to.  We’ll start the new quarter after break with a literary analysis 

essay which should integrate both works. These types of essays are common and 

expected in high school and beyond. 

At the end of September, we had our first Independent Novel Project of the year and 
students presented a Book Talk on a novel of their choice that they were excited about. 
It was great to see kids share their reading choices and practice their public speaking 
skills.  Another Independent Novel Project has been assigned and is due in December. 
Your children should be reading a free-choice novel along with their class novel. 
 

Toward the end of the month, we will start our next class novel, The Jungle by Upton 
Sinclair. This fictionalized piece of investigative journalism will transport the students to 
the Chicago meat-packing plants of the early 1900’s. It’s an intense read but brings 
many compelling issues to our discussions.  We will take a class field trip to Wolf Pack 
Meats on November 1st that will allow students to see what conditions are like in a 
modern-day meat packing facility that is much different, thankfully, than the facilities 
Sinclair describes in his novel.  Be on the lookout for more info about the upcoming field 
trip! 
 
Earth Science 6 – Ms. Plumb   
Essential Question:  

• How do the materials in and on Earth’s crust change over time? 

• How does the movement of tectonic plates impact the surface of Earth? 

• How does water influence weather, circulate in the oceans, and shape 

Earth’s surface? 

• What factors interact and influence weather? 

 

Students were introduced to geological processes of Earth. This unit covered 

information about how water has impacted places all over the world. Students created a 

trip to a national park of their choice and discovered that the geological process is much 

more complex than just erosion and deposition. 

 

We will be starting our next unit after fall break, Earth’s Systems. We will cover 

information about mining, the rock cycle, global warming, minerals and rocks, earth’s 

composition, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, erosion and deposition, and 

energy resources.  

7th Grade: – Mrs. Hill  



Essential Question: 

• How do atomic and molecular interactions explain the properties of matter 
that we see and feel? 

 
We just finished our Nature of Science Unit and have moved on to our next unit, Matter. 
Your child will learn about the different states of matter, the difference between physical 
and chemical changes/reactions, information about elements, mixtures, and 
compounds, the kinetic molecular theory, mixtures, and the conservation of mass. This 
unit contains a lot of hands-on activities and incorporates real-life relevancy into the 
curriculum so the students can make connections. UNR’s Chemistry Department will be 
visiting us at the end of the October to run some amazing experiments with the kids! 
 

8th Grade Honors Biology- Mrs. Hill  
Essential Questions:  

• How do organisms interact with the living and non-living environment to 
obtain matter and energy? 

• How do organisms obtain and use energy they need to live and grow? 

• How do matter and energy move through ecosystems? 

We are finishing up our unit on Ecology. Students learned about different principles of 
ecology, interactions and behaviors between abiotic and biotic factors, and different 
ecological cycles. We will finish the unit with a project called Bottle Biology. Groups will 
collaborate to explore a mini world. They will create a bottle tower ecosystem that will 
focus on an environmental problem that affects Northern Nevada. They will observe the 
towers for a few weeks, collect data, and report their findings to the class.  

After Bottle Biology setup has been completed, we will move into our second unit on 
Chemistry of Life, Cells, and Cell Processes. They will be introduced to different 
macromolecules, cell structure and function, and the different types of cell transports. 
This unit will prepare students for a future unit on photosynthesis and cellular 
respiration. 
 

 
6th Grade: Ancient Civilizations – Mr. Sorensen and Mrs. McElhany  
 Essential Question:  

• How do our origins inform our identities?  
 
Continuing our travels through Mesopotamia, we will conclude our time with Sumer, the 
Phoenicians, and Babylon, following closely on their heels with a look at Egypt, 
including the time of pharaohs and beginning to define the criteria for civilizations. 
These criteria will involve dissecting geography, culture, religious and political systems, 
significant history, and social strata.  
 
7th Grade: U.S. History – Mrs. Porter   
Essential Question:  

• How do hierarchies influence interactions?  
 
We are kicking off our American Revolution unit. Students have looked at the footsteps 
to the revolution and have had to defend, using argumentative writing, which footstep 



was most important.  We have analyzed the Declaration of Independence in order to 
gather a deep understanding as to why the colonists wanted their independence from 
Britain. As we return from break, we will embark on the study of the American 
Revolution. We will study key battles and events that helped shape a new nation. 
Students will be using a variety of resources throughout this unit to exhibit their 
knowledge such as FlipGrid.  
 
8th Grade: Accelerated Analyzing War - Mrs. Porter     
Essential Question:  

• How do relationships require resilience?  
  
The 8th grade classes are working on our Immigration unit.  During this unit students 
will not only look at the immigration station of Ellis Island in the east but also at Angel 
Island located in San Francisco. Students will utilize primary resources when analyzing 
and creating assignments.  We will also focus on the backlash of immigration at the turn 
of the century. One lesson I am excited to share with the students is one that focuses 
on the Johnson/Jeffries fight that took place right here in Reno. At the end of the unit 
students will complete a board game that will encompass facts from the unit in an 
engaging and entertaining way! 
 
This past month 8th grade students participated in Socratic Seminars and Structured 
Academic Controversies in history.  Here are a few images from them: 

 
 
 



Math 6 - Mr. Sorensen  
Essential Questions:   

• How can we construct and deconstruct multiples using factors? 
• How do fractions, decimals, and percentages interact and translate? 

 
Wrapping up our units on GCF, LCM, and prime factorization, we will be moving forward 
using the principles and concepts of division to inform our examination of fractions. We 
will use the analogous nature of division and fractions to use the various mathematical 
operations most effectively. This will include the translation of values among the three 
types (fractions, decimal, percent) and operations using them. 
 
Integrated I  - Mrs. Sellers  
Essential Questions:   

• How do the properties of equality justify equation solving techniques? 
• How can you prove geometric relationships algebraically? 
• How do mathematical relationships help us make sense of the world? 

 
We are finishing up the basic geometry unit in which students reviewed vocabulary from 
Math 6 and then extended knowledge with new vocabulary. Students created a 
geometry vocabulary book that we will be using throughout the year. We are now 
working on applying geometric theorems to prove relationships. Students use their 
newly refreshed algebra skills to solve problems involving angle, segment, and polygon 
relationships. Students should be utilizing Microsoft Teams to check assignments for 
correctness and for self-check quizzes. All assignments are posted as if a student was 
absent. On Teams, students will see a blank homework document, the key, and a 
learning resource to review the concept. 
 
Integrated II  - Mrs. Sellers  
Essential Questions:   

• How can you prove geometric relationships algebraically? 
• What creates a logical argument to prove geometric relationships 

algebraically? 
• How do mathematical relationships help us make sense of the world? 

 
We are finishing up a unit on exponent and radical operations. We will begin learning 
operations in coordinate geometry. These skills will help students throughout the next 
several units to prove geometric theorems. Students will use logical thinking and 
reasoning to prove relationships in geometry. Over the next several units, students will 
become “mini lawyers” and will have to justify all statements with reasons, theorems, 
definitions, and relationships learned. Students should be utilizing Microsoft Teams to 
check assignments for correctness and for self-check quizzes. All assignments are 
posted as if a student was absent. On Teams, students will see a blank homework 
document, the key, and a learning resource to review the concept. 
  
Honors Algebra II – Dr. Salls   
Essential Question:  

• How are quadratic functions related to the graphs and key features? 



• What are the connections between the three different forms of a quadratic 

equation? 

• Can you identify the difference between a quadratic with a real solution and 

a complex solution? 

• Why is modeling phenomena essential? 

 

We are currently learning about complex number operations. Students are very excited 

learning the history of “i” this unit! We have had a great time learning about different 

mathematicians and why “i” was needed in math. We will be moving into solving 

quadratics with complex solutions and quadratic inequalities. Students will be learning 

how to convert between different forms of quadratics. Students should be online daily, 

checking Teams and completing work. Students should check the weekly schedule to 

stay on top of tasks. 

 

Enrichment:   
8th Grade:    
 
We are well into our first round table project - Gilded Ages Shark Tank! Our student 
entrepreneurs are assessing the need for various products that may have been 
profitable during the Gilded Age (1870-1900). Students are collaborating on a 
presentation that integrates social studies research, math and public speaking skills - 
along with a commercial, so they get to try out their “acting” skills, too!   
On Thursday, November 21st  at 6pm, they’ll go into the “Shark Tank” and make their 
pleas to judges, mostly area business owners, to invest in their business. It’s an exciting 
night and the culmination of a lot of hard work on the part of our kids - we can’t wait to 
see what they come up with!  
 
7th Grade:  
Round Table preparation has begun! The 7th graders are learning the skill of formal 
debate through the topic of animal testing. Using the strategies of Pathos, Ethos, and 
Logos, students will research the topic and prepare to go against one another on the 
night of the Round Table. To spice it up, students must prepare to argue either side of 
the topic, as the side they will debate will be a random draw on Round Table night. This 
event will take place on Thursday, November 21st at 6:00 pm. See you there!  
 
6th Grade:  
Our Round Table preparation has begun in earnest with students working in groups of 
2-3 to create a new or improved piece of technology to be formally submitted for the 
Toshiba ExploraVision competition. The project incorporates concepts from Science 
(Engineering Design Process), ELA (formal writing and presenting), Math (scale model 
and prototypes), and other STEAM disciplines (creating example web pages, critical 
research). Student teams will present their final projects on November 21st at 6 p.m. for 
authentic feedback, and then we look forward to sending off the finished products to 
Toshiba as official competition entries. For more information check out 
www.exploravision.org/parents.  

  

Counselor’s Corner:  

https://www.exploravision.org/parents


  

GT Counselor:  Ms. Molodoi, our GT counselor, has shared some resources for 
parents.  Mrs. Porter will forward you newsletters from Ms. Molodoi each month.   
  
Teacher Contact Information:  
Mrs. Hill  Khill@washoeschools.net   
Mrs. McElhany  OMcElhany@washoeschools.net  
Mrs. Porter Lindsey.Porter@washoeschools.net   
Mrs. Sellers Ksellers@washoeschools.net   
Mr. Sorensen Lsorensen@washoeschools.net   
Ms. Tuttle   jtuttle@washoeschools.net   
Ms. Plumb sierra.plumb@washoeschools.net  
 
 
Team building is always fun!  
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